s b ot ol

| 8he leaned over the lesk, adm!ring
the weaving colors.

BEdlson smiled slightly and waited an-
til the gir! was ready to turn from the
| dazzling ring to him. She took the
| ring in her hand and saw that Il was
as transparent, clear and coloriese as
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erystal; without that sparkling effect
it would have been invisible.

She slowly laid it down again and
Jooked questioningly at the man sit-
ting before her. She did not know
that while she was admiring the ring
his eyes had rested on her yearningly,
expressing love and admiration. Or
was it adoration?

He emiled strangely at her and sald:
“If I read vour questioning gaze aright,
you want to know the meaning of
my gift, a gift that 1 have brought
from afar for the danghter of Hanni-
bal Prudent,” He placed a pecullar
necent on the last four words.

*1 thank you, sir, very much,” she
replied

“It ie a present for you, and through
vou to the whole American continent.”

Astri's fnce expressed surprise,

L =
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SYNOPSIS,
For Afty vears the continent of North
Amverica had been lsoluted from the rest

¢f the world by the use of Z-Tays, a won-
derful fnventon of Hannlbal Prudent.
The invention had saved the couniry
from forelgn Invasion, and the continent
had been united under one government
with Prudant as =aident, r half &
century peace and prosperity reigned in
this part of the world, The story opens
with President Prudent eritieally fll. His
death is hastened by the recelipt of 4
measage from Count von Werdensataln of
Germany that he has at last succeeded in
r«::etrnflnz the raya, Dylng, he warns
s daughter Astra that this means a for-
He tells her to hurry to
the Istand of Clrynith, but dies before he
can tell the locatlon of the place. Astra
Is nominated for the presidency by the
continental party

*lgn Invasion.

CHAPTER IIL

The Ring.
Thursduy afterncon at four o'clock
the clay abode of the man whose death

war mourned by the coutinent re
turned to ashes, The mournful pro-
cesslon gtarted roward the cremato
rinm from the chapel of the Crystal
Palice (tardens had heen devastated
to furnish flowers; the streats were
carpet with blooms Immediately
following the coffin rode his only rela-
tive, the daughliter of Hannibal Pru-

dent, in o open carriage

[Ter pale fuee spoke of sleapless
nights and many tears, but her eyed
dry, her classic face
gnd her carriage like that of a gueen
And a gueen she was. not by the right
of birth or inheritance, but by the
divine might that inhabited her superb
body

Astra's mind was dazed from the
loss of sleep and the pomp of the fu- |
neral ceremony, and her nerves were
well-nigh exbausted by the time she
arrived at her erystal home. As she
slowly mounted the steps her loss over-
whelmed her; she had not fully real-
fzed it before. She went at once to
her boudeir, locked the door and,
throwing herself on & couch, sobbed
bitterly Her mind reverted to the
past when the great man she had lost
had played with the Mlttle girl of five

now WwWere calm

venrs-—with bher; he was an old man
even then; but oh, how dearly she had |
loved him.

Her meditations were terminated ab-
ruptly by the entrance of old John, |
who brought the card of Napoleon Edi- |
Ehir | promigad to recelve him, t1Jr}I

1 not |
indeesd, madsm,” bowed the serv.
.
=he thought for & moment

Take him to my father's librery:; 1|
will see him there.'

Vh poleon Edison entered the |
rotm h i Astra sitting before the |
broad desk He stopped before her |
with a low how I

+ the honor to grest vou, Miss
Frudent

; girl looked inta the face of the |
14 liandsome mun and saw in his |
largs griy eves an !mmeasurable cour |
n I strong, wellshaped nose
CuLrye pleasant mouth lhitl]
eoftoned the stern oxpresslon of the |
eveg  The high, broad forehead was \
& by 4 hrown halr. The broad
ghouiders and the sinewy, muscular
fe:t il guve evidence of strength, |
Ll nee and energy l

girl did not answer fora few gec- |
oni s0me strange power had cart ita | -
gpell over her while ghe studied this | |
min. She recognized him as the man

who had talked so prophetically ot the
continentalists’ meeting in the old Hip-
podrome

“"Good evenlng, Mr, Edison,” she said
at last in her low, pleasant voice. The
man thought [t the sweetegt volee he
had ever heard. Then she added:
*Will you kindly be soated?"

The young man sat down without
epeaking, and Astra asked “"You
wished to ses me; may | ask you, sir,
why ¥

The expressive face of the young
man showed a shade of disappoint-
ment az he replied quickly:

"l was under the impression tha
you expected me, madam, bat It seem
that I have been minled. However,
ean tell my mission In a few words.

He rested his eyes on the girl's fac
and seemed still expectant, but th

ealm, beautiful face did not change.

He continued;

“The main object of my call is this.
He took a amall jewel box from ki
pocket, and, opening it, placed it o
the desk before Astra. Resting on th
purple pad in the box wae a sparklin

white object, 2 small ring in the form

of a spiral; one plece of scroll wove

fnto & shape that formed the letter

*A'" to take the place of the jewel.

No jewel decoraled the ring; the
material it was made of was more bril-
liant than diamonds; It eparkled i all
the colord of the ralnbow, notwith-

ptanding ite smooth surface.

Astra could not repress an exclama-

fon of surprize: "Ah, how beautiiull

"1 will have to be more explicit, 1
will have to tell you more about it
May 1 ask you to let me have the ring
for & moment?”

She handed it to Edison with a gra-
clous movement of her slender hand.
He took it from her, and, grasping it
firmly with both hands, he pulied it
apart; it ylelded 1lke rubber and
jumped back to its former size when
he released It. Then he let It drop
on the polished desk; it sounded ke
glass,

“What do you think of that, Mies
Prudept 7"

"It I8 wonderful.”

“Indeed it is, and more: It carries
the solution of aerial navigation, mak-
ing the aerial crafts as safe as your

chair. It makes war on land or sea
absolutely impossible. It strikes the
word ‘distance’ from the dtnllnnnry.l
What do you think of 1t?"

Astra’s face took on an expression
full of faith and thankfulness; her eyes
seemed to look far up to the power

that moves worlds and creates new
| stars

I “You—voun have come to our aid; {
peace and happiness will etll reign

jod has sent you
this trying moment.”
Tear drops trembled on her long eye
|L‘I:~'!ll‘ﬁ like drops of dew on a flower.
When the moment of enthusiam had
passed they sat agalp culmly opposite
to each other. This time Astra spoke:

over our continent.

o me in

‘My dear Mr., Edison! You have
not proved what you claim cao be
||.10r|i", but the wav vou sald It con-

| vineed me that you have the power to
|dt- It. In other words, I trust you and
| believe in  you implicitly, Women
konow much by instinel, and my intul-
lion has never led me astray,

“I recognized you at once as the man
who spoke at the Continentaliste’
meeting, trying to 2ecourage the
masses and give thedi heart to brave
approaching events.

“As you know, the Continentalists
have nominated me because | was the
daughter of the man who made this
continent what it I8 today. Now that
| have found a man who promises as
great thiugs as you do I shall not ae-
cept thie nomination, but will |naist‘
upon you &g u candidate."

Napoleon Bdison shook his head
with a smlle

“"Miss Prodent, 1 appreciate what |
vou say, but nope must know about

our pregent conversation. | have done

nothing but glve vou a jewel The
other things remain to be proved.”
Aftra looked thoughtfully at the

vigitor and seemed to agréee,

“Hesides,” contlnued Edison, “it {8 |
ahsolutely necessary that no one shall
know what | ean do. You will be
elected and Inaugurated the 4th of
March this coming vear. Thig ls the
16th of September. The {solator now
existing will last untll the coming
gummer and vou will hear from me
between now and then; indeed, you
can depend on me when the cruclal

|

t

1

"

the Man.

e | moment arrives. If vou will permit
e | me 1 will report whenever 1 can; that
will not be often.
with information from time (o
g | aide, and suggestions that you can use,
n|it you desire, for defense, should |t
e | prove necessary.”

E Edigon stopped for a second, bit his
lip thoughtfully, then rose,

n “] have finieshed my duly for the
pregent. You don't know, Miss Pru-
dent, how much 1 appreciate the fact
that you look upon my intentions with
approval, Intuitively knowing that
they are noble and the outgrowth of
your father's teachings., 1 am sorry I
came too late to tell him the good
nows—that war ls destined to lose Its
"} foothicld throughout the world"

| the porter's gate he asked who!

| Some Strange Power Had Cast Its |
8! 8pell Over Her While She Studied |

| hours, He cama to my stall o buy
I will supply you | gome reading matter to while @
time | the time
“lae to what ig going on on the mhnr;

“1 hope 1t will cease forever," Iii;L‘
rupted Miss Prudent, J

“The element that ring is made of
will drive it from land and from |
but carries It into the air,” i

“But If no one knows the secret?

“There are no secrets, Miss Pru-
dent; there are many thinge we don't
know yet, but there are no rats.
Nature is an open book to thomo
can read and understand.” i

“Agaln you are right, Mr. BEdisob."

“Then, with your permission, I will
g0. 1 hope that the service I am of
fering to our continent will be actept-
ed as freely as I am offering It"

“l can assure you of that, as the
nominee for the presidential chair"”
She offered her hand again and Napo-
leon Edison kissed it reverently. He
bowed once more and starfed toward
the door. Miss Prudent hesitated s
moment—a question was on her
but as she hesitated it was too late;
the visitor was gone, y P

“Cirynith—Cirynith!" ghe Bighed.
more than uttered, and looked at the
chair that had a short moment 'ago
held that splendid man.,

It seemed to her as though the
stranger had carsed away sométhing
—something?-what? 8he did  pot
know. She sat down before the desk
and taking the ring in her hand looked
at It, and finally she slipped It on her
finger. It fitted perfectly. y

Then she looked at it more closely
and saw some small tracings on it
She could not distinguish the lines
with har unaided eyes, so took a mhg
nifying glass and examined it eurio
ly. A cry of joy left her lips as she
deciphered the strange word “Ciry
nith.” ]

By some coincldence Napoleon Edl
son, emerging from the portal, &galn
encountered the man he had met three
days before; (he only difference Was
that this time he was leaving and Am:
brosio Hale was coming.

The tall man with those ferretdfke
eyes, fox nose and brittle mustache
was evidently surprised. As he passgd
the
stranger was. The porter could i
remember, but It was a name thal
made him think of Napoleon; whethe

not reecall,

Mr. Hale wag received in the grept
room.

Astra had a peculiar dislike for
color, not
Ings and clothing, and generally fe
celved people ehe did not Itke in the
green room. That room had #
pressing effect on her mentality, ag!
the people who visited her there sogh
left,

“l have come this time, my dear Ap-
tra, to congratulate you. 1 wanted jo
be the first. You are nominated By
the continentalists, and there is po
doubt but you will be elected; th
is hardly any opposition on the
tlonists' part. Whom could theg
up against you, my .

i

|
it was Bonaparte or Caesar he coil |

in nature, but In furnifh |

Annual Flowering
Plants

Y

By L. C. CORBETT

Horticulturist, Bureau of Plant Industry
U, S. Deparument of Agricultuse

following year. The smapdragon; like
most perennisls and biennials which
bloom the first year, and of which a
particular display 18 desired, should
be treated like an annupl and sown
every year. The plant blooms freely
and continually until frost, Its average
helght belng one and one-half feet.

ALYSSUM

For borders, edgings, baskets, pots,

CLARKIA

The clarkin I8 one of the prettiest
hardly native annugls that come to us
from beyond the Rocky mountains. It
hloomsg freely, which charaeteristie,
taken In connection with the variety
and brightness of its flowers, makes a
wed of them In full bloom an attractive

Clarkia.

glght. They are useful, too, for hang-
Ing baskets, for wvases, ns edging
plants, for low massing, or for borders.

The seeds should he sown outdoors
in early spring and the plants grown
in partinl shade, The clurkins thrive
In o warm, light soil, and thelr period
of bloomn is widsummer and lite au-
tumn, The gverage height of the plunt
[18 1% feet.

CORN-FLOWER

(Centaurea)
Centaureg Cyanusg Is algo known as
[ “hlucbottle.” “ragged sallor,” “kalser
| blumen," and sometimes ng “bachelor’s
hutton.” ‘These bright-flowered plants
are of 4 havdy nature, requiring sim-
ple culture, yvet they are among thae

"I most attractive and groceful of all the

old-fashioned Aowere, When placed In
water after cuiting, the flowers In-
crease In slze.  Seed of the unnual
sorts ghould be sown in the open In
April or May and the young plants
thinned to four to six inches apart

He pressed the hand of the
warmly. He knew that he had to
her love or he would never reach
goal he was longing for. s A&

“I wish you would consgidar me '|
very best friend, my dear. Consult g
any time you please. Your wisdgh
and judgment 18 great. The wh
continent !s looking at you as
dellverer; still, once in a while &
word of an experfenced statesman will
help.” !

“Indeed, Mr. Hale, | assure you Lllﬁ
if 1 ever need your kindly offered help
I will esll on you" !

The intimate conversation did not
last long, a& other visitors arrived &nd
spolled Ambrosio Hale's
longed for opportunity.

Hefore Astra fell asleep, she Kissed)
the glittering ring on which the wu?d !

Cirynith was falntly engraved. ]
That evening Napoleon Edlson, &g
companied by his short friend, satdn
4 compartment of the fourteen.
Prisco limited, fiying toward the Wl
the traln that was shot through
tube by compressed alr was 80 pe
that not & rumble was heard, tl‘l'-'}f
quiver felt, )
Napoleon Fdison bent over an ont
spread plan showing an object of §
cullar construction His compabl
watched him for a while, then
aglegp.  Bdison looked at th
man's nodding head, and turned
light lower, so that it fell only on
blueprinls ".-'I :
He sat studylng those lines tha
stralght, curved and obligue; they
formed a pleture that was not Intend

ed—the outlines, the detalls of & 8e
-

rena, strong (ace—Astra's, -
The truin shot steadily townrl!;b’ﬁ
Golden Gate, { P

(TO BE CONTINUED,) 3 el

o

Bound to Have His Joke, =~
Jokes about the slowness of !
especially here in the south, said an
Atlanta rallway man, algo tire me n bit
by thelr ancientness; but 1 heard &
new and good one not long ages It
seems (hat tralng are always slow and
far between on a branch lne in Mis
islesippl. Nobody knows this betier
than the people at the junction, w
the people on the line itsell, One day
the newsdealer came to me grinnib
“A fellow from the other end of the
Hne just sald a funny thing,” ‘he
marked "He had miesad hl"
and there wasn't another for

two

He asked for a joke
and I didn't have any. 'Then he pe
around for a while and said:
| guess I'll take u time
atead." "—Judge.

Huge Electric Furnaces. .

It is expected that the elestrics
naces of the Ameriean Iron and Stes
compuny, at Lebanon, Pa, will ba in
full operation in the course of & |
The furnaces will be of fﬂlnl.h
tons capacity, and be the largest |
pant ot the kind in the country
will also be standard blo
billet mills, with an annual o&

of 80,000 tons.

| garden solls.

plunt.
2lgeed sown as an anonual,
®loolor and peculinr form of the flowegs
L | always attract attention,
gorts offer variety of colors and of
The spikes are useful for

cutting and keep fresh a long tlme
I From secd sown In the open ground in

nrdeqﬁ'

Corn-Flower.

They lhl‘i\'.t' well on moderately rich

June.

SNAPDRAGON

{Antirrhinum)

markings.

May plants will bloom in July or Au
gust. For early fowers the

The perenninls may be
| grown from seeds own in gentle heat
o March and plunted out in May or

The snapdinzon s viluuble border
It flowers the first year from
The bright

The newer

seed

rockwork, and for cutting, a liberal
use of this dainty little fower le rec-
ommended, For borders, the seed

Alyssum.

ghould be sown thickly so as to form
runsses. For winter bloom, sow late
™ August and thin the seedilngs so
ag to stand about four Inches apart,
buc for spring bloom or for borders
the seeds should be sown in the open
early In the spring, or even late In the
preceding autumn In some locallties.
Where the plant will not endure the
winter, however, early spring planting
under cover, either In a cold frame or
gpent hotbed, or In boxes In a dwelling,
is most to be relled upon. Alyssum
cnn algo bhe loncreased from cuttings
made from strong new side shoots, us
well a8 by division of the roots, By
cntting back after the first flowers
fade others will be produced, While
white (s the mogt eommon and popu-
lnr color, there are yellow varieties
of alvssum,

CANDYTUFT

The caondvtufts are among the hest
white flowers for edging beds, for
planting In belts, beds, or massing, for |

(Iberis) i

FOUR WEEKS
IN HOSPITAL

Pinkham’s Vegetable
Compound.

Cleveland, Ohio.—** For years I suf-
fered so sometimes it seemed as though.

I]ﬂmnuulllli[[l 1 could not stand-

it any longer. It

was all in my lower-

organs, At times I
1|l could hardly walk,
forif I ste
little stone I would
almost faint. One
day I1did faint and
& |my husband was
gent for and the doe-

Lt SRses] ken to the hospital
and stayed four weeks but when I came
home I would faint just the same and
bad the same pains.

A friend who is a nurse asked me to
try Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Com-
pound. I began taking it that very day
for 1 was suffering a great deal. Ithas.
already done me more good than the
hospital. To anyone who is suffering
as I was my advice is to stop in the first
drug-store and get a bottle of Lydia E.
Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound before -
you go home.” —Mrs. W. C. BROWN,
2844 W. 12th St., Cleveland, Ohio.

o neDrop

BourbonPouliry Remedy

A fom E: :M '. -;mcures
L Capes

whuairie v?u‘liql;
Bourbon Ramedy Go,, Bax 30, Lexingten, Ky.

of all kinds booght and sold, 14

B n yon have any to sell or want 1o
purchase any write, givlungnr-

tlenlars, G. Klins & Bro,,Job Dept., Butfulo, N. X,
PATENT ington, D.C. Books tres, Hlgh-
est reforences. Bost resulis.

NORTHERN VIRGINIA FAR
Cneap. Produelive land near good markets, Write
me your wants, K N, WRENK, HERNDON, VA.

Diplomatic.

Blunder—I who is that fat,
homely, course-fentured woman sitting
over there?

Daggett—That, sir, Is my wifo!

Blunder—=8o it is; so It is. Stupld
of me. Thought for & moment It was
mine,

Watson K.Cnlnmnn.ﬁ'ul;-

sUY,

LIFT YOUR CORNS
OFF WITH FINGERS

Candytuft.

rockeries, and for cutting. Several of
the varletles dre fragrant, and all are
profuse bloomers, The seed should be
sown outdoors In April where the
plants are to bloom, and well thinned
when they have grown abofit an inch
high. Muakeq second planting a month
lator, and a third late In July for fall
flowers. September sowings will give
wlnter blooming plants, The soil for
best results should be rich, and the
plants given an abundance of water.
They branch freely, and If some nre
removed the flowers will be larger,

Copsmas {8 now one of the notable
fall flowers. It Is a strong, tall-grow-
ing annuul, yet its bright, bold flowers

|

f-

Cosmos,

1s heightened in effeet by the festhery
green follage. It I8 most
when plunted in broad masses or long
buckground borders aguinst evergrecns
or fences at some distance from the
house and the garden walks, From
seed started In the house In Murch or
April the plants will have reached
three or four feet In height by Sep-
tember. The bright-colored, daisylike
flowers are borne In great profusion
und come ot n senson when they are
very acceptable, Because of the ro-
bust habit of the plant the young seed-
lings shonld be thinned te 18 incheg
upart when grown on moderntely good
goil. Sowing the seed Iate and in poor
sall will dwarf the plants. In latitude
of Washington, ID. €., the plants per-

Snapdragon.

ghould

_ary or Ma
beds of Wi
riched. 1f

be sown under giuss in Febru-
rch and transplanted Into

, dry soll moderately en-
protected by u cold frame
¢ even o mulch of leaves the plants
‘winter well and bloom early the

Experiments in oiling the streets of
Denver, both aspliait und graveled, arg
to be made next summer by the depart
ment of purks and Improvements ' |

have & daintiness and alriness which |

elfective

or callus so it lifts out
without pain.

Let folks step on your feet hereafter;:
wear shoes n size smaller If you ke,
for corns will never agaln send electrie
sparks of pain through you, according
to this Cincinnatl authority.

He says that a few drops of a drug
ealled freezone, applied directly upon
a tender, nching corn, Instantly re-
leves soreness, and soon the entire
corn, root and all, lifts right out.

This drug dries ot once and simply
ghrivels up the eorn or callus withoat
even Irritating the surrounding skin.

A small bottle of freezone obtained
at any drug stere will cost very little
but will positively remove every hard
or soft corn or callus from one's feet.

If your druggist hnsn't stocked this.
new drog yef, tell him to get n small
hottle of freezone for you from his
wholesale drug house~adv,

Back to Eve's Style.

“Mother Eve wore fig leaves."

lust 50" responded the modiste,

“Aud T have always thought some-
thing chie could he turned out along
Lthese lines today.”

When you have deeided that the Worms:
or 'l‘nlpewurm which live in your system
must. be exterminated, get “Dead Shot''—
Dr. Peery's Vermifuge, and you will find!
l that one dose will expel them. Adv.

| Heroes of the Home.

] Nor should the hero medal be with-
| beld  from  the man who totes the
sepeens down from the attie and sheds
gore and perspiration In making theny
F At -—Minneapolis Tribhune,

5 HEAL ITCHING SKINS

' With Cuticura Soap and Qintment—-
| They Heal When Others Fall.
‘ Nothing better, quicker, safer, sweet-
{ er for skin troubles of young and oldi
that iteh, burn, crust, scale, torture-
or disfigure. Once used always used
because these super-creamy emollients:
tend to prevent little skin troubles be-
coming serious, if used dally,

Free sample ench by mall with Book.
Address posteard, Caticura, Dept, L,
Boston. BSold everywhere.~Adv.

Indefinite,
“My husbgond 18 always
clouds,"”

‘“Is he a dréamer or an aeronaut?™

in the

She Annexed Them.
*What possessed Edith to
that old codger?"
“His poskessions.

e

ey

— s

petunte  themselves from self-sown s ﬁl’ll_lllll“ Eyelids,
geed. These volunteer plants can be ore ﬁ%:;;ﬁ:m.‘:.'bf d“ >
taken advantage of for early bloom, uietlyn!l'nodh‘:n ,
yes yeRemedy. No Smart
just Eye Comfort. A

_ morbymil!ﬂcpukmlo. Murine
% in Tubes 25c. For Book of the Eye
ask Murice Eye Remedy Co., Chicage
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